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AIA Presentation Summary

 Overview: Linking the origins of ICS to the AIA Centennial (December,
1979) uncovers a chain of events & personal relationships that impact
larger issues of heritage preservation & platforms for public scholarship

Estelle Shohet Brettman (1925-1991): Education & Career
Volunteer with Boston-area cultural institutions (1968-1980)
Program Director of the AIA Boston Society (1976)

Missions to Rome: 1976-1980

“Our” foundation: The International Catacomb Society (1980)
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Estelle Shohet: “A Jewess from Boston” Dr. Gabriel H. Shohet
Judaica Book Fund

4 4 ‘i 4-..;- f,,»-‘ w' ; Byt | in the
Girls Latin School @ BGEFCOR Stl"é : .' Harvard College Library

Assembly Hall, with Parthenon
frieze. “Latin was inescapable.”

Established in loving memory
of her father by
Estelle Shohet Brettman
A.B. 1945
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For the purchase of books
in the area of Biblical Studies
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For the earth shall be full

of the knowledge of the Lord
Isaiah 11:9




Florence with . Florence Florence at work for the ICS
Faldassare Conticello WOlSky, (Founding Member & Secretary, 1980-)
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THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE OF AMERICA,
BOSTON SOCIETY
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One of my Shady
Hill 4% grade iy

BY

: ,
teachers! N DR. ANN BIRCHALL

OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM

ON THE UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EXPEDITION OF THE

“COLOSSUS, THE
SHIP THAT LOST
A FORTUNE”

FOLLOWED
BY A FILM AND
RECEPTION

Brettman & WOlSky J 7:45 P.M. TUESDAY,

OCTOBER 19, 1976

CO‘Chair the event % At THE NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM

OFF ATLANTIC AVENUE,
BOSTON
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Senior Lecturer: Institute of Archaeology, Hebrew University, Israel
Visiting Member: Institute of Advanced Study, Princeton University, N.J.
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"Exploring a remote Hellenistic to Byzantine cemetery in Sicily (at Palazzuolo Acreide), I stumbled over, and
dislodged, a large rock. On the underside of the rock, I saw a crude graffito of a menorah, the quintessential
symbol of Judaism. I had explored catacombs in Rome and Israel but this was the first time I had ever seen a
Jewish symbol in such an unlikely place... | wondered how many other artifacts bearing such symbols might

remain undiscovered in unexpected places..."
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Brettman, on recommendation of Cardinal

Caprio, received PCAS permission to photograph
in the Catacombs of Rome (1976-1983)
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In early July of 1979, Brettman met Pope John Paul II in an intimate
audience for members of Cardinal Caprio’s “family”. She also
illustrated the Vatican Jewish Lapidary to a Peace Mission of the

American Jewish Congress.
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A typical display of ~ %&¢
grave goods and
miscellaneous
artifacts in a
fenced-off grave in e
. Boston, ssac!

a catacomb (Vigna hssachusects o208
Chiaraviglio,

Tt £S e e i o e sve e
Rome) . for administering the Soninh oathconte ek Vi1 Gl i

is Padre (Father) Umberto Fasola (Pontificia Cammissione

per 1'Archeologia Sacra, Via Napoleone III, 1, 00185 Rome:
tel: 735-824). ' e '

International Cawmmication Agency

Rame, September 6, 1978
Dear Ms. Brettman:

These catat.:anbs are now campletely closed to visitors, how-
ever, and indeed physically inaccessible pending campletion
of restoration work which is likely to last two years.

Other Jewish cabaoafbs, on the Via Appia Pignatelli, remain
open and could be visited with the permission of Padre Fasola.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

Dl 2

7/ James C.
Cultural Attache'

The Jewish Catacombs of Rome were under Vatican jurisdiction from
1929 to 1984. While this concession in theory could have extended to
other subterranean cemeteries of Jews in Italy, in practice it was only
applied to those in the capital. The Vatican office which granted
access to the Jewish Catacombs was the Pontifical Commission for

Sacred Archaeology.




Archacdlogical [mstitute of America

Eighty-First General Meeting

SECTION IC (COLLOQUIUM ON DIASPORA JUDAISM UNDER THE ROMAN EMPIRE: RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE)
A.T. Kraabel, University of Minnesota

The study of Diaspora Judaism, the Jews under Rome but outside ancient Palestine,
has long been only a "related field" for classical archaeology =-- which stresses
"classical" sites and problems -- and for Biblical studies and Jewish studies, which
tend to focus on other geographical areas or time periods. The latter also favor other
kinds of evidence, chiefly religious texts, while the data for Diaspora Judaism are
chiefly archaeological.

In the last quarter-century several major new sites have been discovered, and the
reexamination of previously known evidence has progressed substantially. Presently major
initiatives are under way to preserve and record endangered sites and other evidence
from the Diaspora, chiefly in Italy and Egypt. Beginning with the new data, this
colloquium attempts to view Diaspora Judaism in its own right, in order more fully
to understand it as at the same time an important phenomenon of the society of the Roman
Empire, and an authentic and creative expression of ancient Jewish culture and religion.

The newest evidence is coming from Italy, where some of the most ancient Diaspora
communities were located; the major presentation, by Prof. Colafemmina, deals with some
of this material, nearly all not yet published. The next three speakers summarize
the results of their own excavations and related sites. Prof. Neusner, dean of academic
Jewish studies in North America, assesses the new archaeological evidence against the
background of the larger context of the Judaism of late antiquity, known previously
chief from rabbinic writings.

The concluding discussion permits responses from the previous speakers and
from the floor.

THE ROMAN JEWISH
CATACOMBS
ADDITION TO COLLOQUIUM ON DIASPORA JUDAISM:

At 4:30 PM Friday December 28, Section IC, Independence
East and Center, there will be a slide lecture on the Roman
Jewish Catacombs by Letizia Pitigliani. Ms. Pitigliani and
Alexander Benenson photographed the Randanini and Torlomia
Catacombs, the latter now sealed, in early 1978. Nine
catacomb paintings by Ms. Pitigliani will also be exhibited.
Ms. Pitigliani, a painter, is a member of the Accademia

2%,

Tiberina.

ABSTRACTS

VOLUME 4 — 1979

81st GENERAL MEETING
SHERATON BOSTON
BOSTON, MASS.
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The lecture on The Jews in Southern
Italy is part of the ongoing cultural
programs offered by Hebrew College.

Programs being offered include
adult education courses, lectures,
symposia, art and film festivals among
others.

The Ulpan of Hebrew College offers
vital and dynamic Hebrew language in-
struction in the context of the excit-
ing culture of Israel.

The Prozdor Hebrew High School
serves boys and girls of high school
age with a comprehensive program of
studies of the Jewish heritage.

The Jacob and Rose Grossman Library
of Hebrew College, which houses 75,000
volumes of Judaica in all languages,
represents one of the outstanding col-
lections of its kind in the country.
The library is open to the public for
a $5 annual membership.

To be placed on the mailing list,
or for further information, please
contact:

Hebrew College
43 Hawes Street
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146
Z

DON CESARE COLAFEMMINA of the
Institute of Ancient Christian Let-
ters, University of Bari, is a native
of Venice, Italy.

He earned degrees in Philosophy
(University of Bari), Theology (Ponti-
fical University) and Bible (Pontifi-
cal Institute for Bible Studies and
the Institute of Christian Ancient
Literature at the University of Bari).

Don Colafemmina has made signifi-
cant discoveries at the ancient Jewish
catacombs at Venosa. He has published
extensively on the history of Jews in
Southern Italy.
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The Department of
Cultural Activities
of Hebrew College

Cordially invites you to
an illustrated lecture on

THE JEWS IN SOUTHERN ITALY

by Father Cesare Colafemmina
Internationally acclaimed
archaeologist

Come and meet Father Cesare Colafemmina at the Brettmans’
Tuesday, January 8, at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, January 2, 1980 61 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108

at 8:30 P.M.

R.S.V.P. Regrets only 742-1285
Promotional material for Fr. Cesare
Hebrew College . ’ . :
Pt i ot Colafemmina’s talks in Boston on Jews in
Brookline, Massachusetts 02146Southern Italy in from the Late Roman era
to the Middle Ages (December 1979-

January 1980).

Admission is free



LLIARVARD % \\ . : Judaism and
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o v LMV S EVM - Dt in the Catacombs of Rome

MEMBERS NEWSLETTER = 4 g ) An cbxl;ibitbof .rar(cj ph.oilograpl?s1 of ]udcoTChriFtian
BN & an s == symbols, obtained with special permission o
prox % s s Ny :
%2\-'—‘5" - ? the Vatican, by Estelle Brettman
Another academic year commences and a new wave of faces
greets us in the MUSEUM, happy anxious scholars for whom life is S
more earnest and simple than their predecessors who left in June. Organized by: Estelle Brettman, Boston Museum of Fine Arts
Florence Wolsky, Boston Museum of Fine Arts

We welcome them all to the new MUSEUM, still growing, along wit
new Members and friends of the HARVARD SEMITIC MUSEUM. ~ P Comelius ©. Vermeule Tl Boston: Museii tF

DID YOU KNOW-- that our Photographer, Elizabeth (° " Fine Arts and Boston College
Carella spent four months in the Middle East this\{F A7 Designed by: Richard Zonghi, Boston Public Library
last Spring and Summer? She was following up our) 5

photo-archive project with Ministries of { L
Culture and Information. She will give a slide \ ( Tt e
show later this winter. - s Boston Room

Fkk L. . General Library
Boston Public Library

Our membership committee has put together a fine series of
3:00 pm S\mda erries, each of which will feature a distinguished
scholar speaking on some aspect of Semitic culture. The first 3... > Lecture, illustrated with multi-alile imapes by

> S
l”ﬁ Oct. l4th -- GERNOT WILHELM and CARNEY GAVIN: Estelle Brettman

— = == "Explorations of Nuzi, in the HSM"

7Su;1d;y aftefﬁoor;';v]’aﬁ\u;ryvé, 1980, at 3 o'clock
Nov. 4th -- ESTELLE BRETTMAN: "Judeo-Christian oy
«== Symbols In the Catacombs of Italy" | Rabb Lecture Hall

Dec. 2nd -- JOHN SLOCUM: ''History Through Boston Public Library
tm— Coins--Puzzles and Clues" Copley Square

Our new second and third floor gallery will have among its
first displays a showing of Isaiah Wyner's excellent photography of
Egypt and the Sudan. The dates are Oct.28 to Nov.9. A

Fekk / S
T

DID YOU KNOW--that for a mere eight hundred dollars, we,
can purchase protective plexi-glass for our display u’%
cases in the MUSEUM entrance and foyers? Our ;;5_

N U giesan A A N % Brettman organized
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And speaking of photography, Jose Luis Sedano, who has produced - L4 : % Ty LI " [ (1) ‘
some of our video-tapes will have a display of his own photography of / . S ; ’ % o ® % .
Mexico at the Natick Mall, October 15th through 20th. , ‘ % ok RN 4 ¢ W -3 at the BPL 1n
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION
OF CATACOMBS IN ITALY

(In Formation)

Officers and Directors

Cornelius C. Vermeule III
President

James M. Gavin
Ezecutive Vice President

Estelle S. Brettman
Execytive Director

Melvin I. Shapiro
Treasurer

Sarah Sheldon
Secretary

Mark Altschule, M.D.
Richard Brettman

Dott. Baldassare Conticello
Comm. Salvatore Fornari
Jean E. Gavin

Lawrence B. McFaddin

David Gordon Mitten

Carl Rieser

Esther E. Rome

kora Rossi

Harry Starr

\
5?1orence Z. Wolsky

Curator, Department of Classical
Art, Boston Museum of Fine Arts

Lt. General, USA (Ret.) Consultant,
Arthur D. Little, Inc.

Department of Education, Boston
Museum of Fine Arts

Certified Public Accountant
Partner, Tofias Fleishman Shapiro Co.

Attorney at Law

Curator of Prints and Photographic
Material, Countway Library of Medicine,
Harvard Medical School

Consultant

Suprintendente Archeologico Vicario
di Roma

Direttore del Museo della Communita,
Israelitica diRoma

Gallery Instructor, Boston Museum
of Fine Arts

Director of Development, National
Bureau of Economic Research

Curator of Ancient Art, Fogg Museum,
Harvard University

Business Writer and Consultant

Gallery Instructor, Boston Museum
of Fine Arts

Professor of Literature

President, The Lucius N. Littauer
Foundation, Inc.

Assistant, Department of Classical
Art, Boston Museum of Fine Arts

The International
Committee for the
Preservation of
Catacombs in Italy

The International Committee for the
Preservation of Catacombs in Italy, Inc.
(ICCI, Inc.) is dedicated to the preserva-
tion, documentation and further explora-
tion of the Jewish catacombs in Italy which
are important archives of Judaism and
early Christianity.

We welcome your donations in one of the
following categories:

O Benefactor $1000 or more Ao

O Patron $500 or more
[0 Sponsor $100 or more

O Member $25 or more Jaiep gl ST
/"'M WOINTHE

O Student member $10
i 3054
Iamenclosing$________asa co \
|

Contributions made to ICCI, In
deductible.

Name

Address

Phone

Please mail to:

The International Committee fc
Preservation of Catacombs in Ii
P.O. Box 923

Back Bay Annex

Boston, Massachusetts 02117

("Atumy3 +

INTERNAT v il
CATpLOME
50(.1 n

The ICCI was
incorporated as a
501(c)3 non profit in
1980. In 1983 it
became the ICS.

'NTERNATAOM“
CATACOMB
SocigTy
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S THE JEWISIH ADVOCATE,

BPL’s ‘Vaults of Memory’ Reveals
Ecumenism in Rome’s Catacombs

THURSDAY, SEFTEMBER 24, 1987
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Jewish Art Historian Traces

Shared Christian Symbols

By Helen H. Sevagian

FROM HER FOREBEARS,
Estelle Shohet Brettman inherited
an ecumenical spirit. Her
grandfather, a rabbi known as the
“Wise Man of Arbel” in Lithuania,
exerted & wise, compassionate
influence in his country.

Her father, Dr. G. H: Shohet, was
a physician who worked with many
types of people and wrote a book
entitled Kinships about .the
fundamental bonds uniting all men.
His daughter Estelle's search for
interpretations and uses of symbols
shared by Christians and Jews —
such symbols as the delphin,
pegnsus, dove, sheep, winged victory,
pomegranate, and peacock — seems
to have been predestined.

The .current exhibition at the
Boston Public Library is the
culmination of her years of
research at a number of
archacological sites and
museums throughout the
\|cd|umnenn including trips to
Sicily, Italy, Turkey, Moroceo,
hr . Spain and Greece. Her
Archlmlo‘lul scholarship and
commitment gained. her the
cooperation of eminent Vatican
churchmen In obtaining access
to Roman catacombs seldom
viewed.

The exhibit, “Judaism and
Christianity in the Catacombs of
Rome.” opened on December 10th
and continuee through January 31st.
in the Boston Room of the Central
Library in Copley Square. Some
eighty color photographs will
highlight funerary artifacts bearing
Jewish, Christian, and pagan
symbols. Most of these photographs
were taken in the catacombs, by
special permission, by Mrs
Brettman. often lying flat on her
back at least thirty feet
underground, with no electricity or
light other than a gas lantern
Supplementary pictorial material
has been provided from the
Pontifical Commission of Sacred
Archaeology and the Museum of
Fine Arts Slide Library,

THE PHOTOGRAPHS capture
the artistry, beauty. and poignancy
of the funerary symbols, showing, for
example, the dolphin in its universal
role as saviour of man. helping the
disabled and escorting the dead
across the ocean into the after life.
Similarly, the peacock's tail,
“cireular like the vault of heaven
when spread and jewelled as with
stars,”’ made that bird a natursl
symbol of the sky to which the dead
ascend and, hence, of immortality.
Floor plans acquaint the viewer
with the shape of the catacombs.

Drawings of interiors of two
burial chambers of more affluent
Roman - families reveal how the
catacombs reflected the social status
of those buried there. On loan from

A SCHOLARLY GREETING ...Pope John Paul Il
gave a warm welcome 10 art historian Mrs. Estelle
Bretiman when he received her al a private audience

the Museum of Fine Arts are plaster
casts of Roman pottery embossed
with many of the symbols found in
the funerary art and impressions of
coins, gems, and seals which
illustrate some of the ancient origin
of these symbols. The mythological,
religious, and ritual meanings of the
symbols give the exhibit an appeal
for a wide variety of viewers

The support and
encouragement of the Vatican
and well-known Italian
archaeologists have enabled
Mrs. Brettman to produce this
photographic record of the
eatacombs. Impressed with her
archacological knowledge,
Giuseppe Cardinal Caprio.
President of the Administration
of the Patrimony of :he Holy See,
asked Mry.

Cardinal Caprio and Father
Umberto M. Fasola. Secretary of the
Pontifical Commission of Sacred
Archaeology, arranged extended
visits for Mrs Brettman to twelve
catacombs over a four-year period,
beginning in 1976 with the
catacombs under the Villa Torlonia,

a Jewish cometery dating back to
the first century, and to  the.:
Christian cemetery Domitilla. In—
November 1978 and again in April
1979 Mrs. Brettman spent weeks in
various nummh-. among them,

in the Vatican. She was accompanied by Mrs. Eleanor
dourgeols, 8 cousin of Cardinal Caprio, and Mrs.
Frank Gaela of Saugus.

remain and to arrange for the re-
opening of the Jewish catacombs
which will be turned over to
Italy’s Jewish Community.

On Sunday, January 6th. Mrs
Brettman describe her exper-
ience in the catacombs and
showed the funerary art in multi-
screeen images cast by rare color
dides. The- lecture was given in
the Rabb Lecture Hall of Boston's
Central Library in Copley Square.
The Lecture and exhibit are
p-n of a salute to .be | centen; al

Saint Seb

Vigna
Saint Callisto, Pretestato and Via
Dino Compagni.

THE JEWISH CATACOMBS
are of particular interest. Father
Fabols has been making every effort
to conserve the two Jewish

with a Vatican rvpreunuuve. to
guide his family through the
necropolis, an ancient city of the
dead, under St. Peter's. Mrs.
Brettman w: Iso “adopted”
into the Cardinal's family at a
special dinner and participated
in a private papal audience
granted by Pope John Paul II to
thirty members of the Cardinal's
family.

that remain under the
Villa Torlonia and Vigna
Randanini. Because of the threat of
vandalization, the former has been
closed totally to visitors

Realizing their importance to
historians and archaeologists,
Mrs. Brettman is forming an
international committee to
initiate a fund drive to preserve
the priceless artifacts which

of the
Institute of America which
Iding its annual conference in
Boston.

Mrs Bretuman has served as 3

Program Director of the Boston
Society of the Archaeological

By Jules Becker
Special to the Advocate

Jewish biblical tradition
«eaks of the burial of the pa-
iarchs and matriarchs (with
e exception of Rachel,
wied at Bethlehem) in the
wve of Machpelah at He-
on. Dating most probably
om the second to the fourth
nturies, the catacombs of
sme served as correspond-
¢ resting places for Jews
«d Christians who died dur-
& those times. People knew
the Christian catacombs in
& Middle Ages; only recent-
have archaeologists uncov-
cd the Jewish-ones.

Estelle S. Brettman, one of
e people who have studied
e Roman catacombs as
sting places and histovical
casure troves, has made
« search and research 2 la-
r of love, particularly since
vi8. Especially after she
scovered shared symbols in
e artwork of the Jewish
id Christian catacombs,
rs. Brettman felt that “this
as 4 way of achieving some
rt of ecumenicism.”

The current executive di-
ctor of the International
atacomb Society (61 Beacon
reet, Boston, MA 02108;
lephone 742-1285), Brett-
an helped to found that or-
inization (now counting
‘er two hundred members,
ostly from the United
ates and Italy) in order to
eserve and document the
mmon influences on Jew—

&

Institute of America and is}

umsociated with the Museum of Fine
Arts. Working with her on

organizing the Library exhibit have %7/
Florence Wolsky, (59

been Mrs.
Museum of Fine Aris and Professor

7

&
e
&

Cornelius C. Vermeule 111, Museum 3

of Fine Arta and Bostan College.

n is Chief of 5

ms for the Boston
Public Library).

|

Olllcll\Al. “SUFERMAN" Semson) is depicted in stone of catacomb feom Via Latina.

ish, Christian and pagan bur-
ial practices during the latter
half of the Roman Empire.
She had put together 87 pho-
tographs by 1979.

Repeatedly exploring what
now add up to seven Jewish
catacombs as well as their pa-
gan and Christian counte
parts, she set up an exhibi
which visited Rome during
the winter of 1985, under the
title “Immagini da Roma Sot-
terranea.”

In its present form, in the
Great Hall and Boston Room
of the Boston Publi¢ Library,
“Vaults of Memory: Jewish
and Christian {magery in the
Catacombs. of Rome,” run-
ning through October 11, dis-
plays about 180 rare photo-
graphs of frescoes, epitaphs,
sarcophagi, grafiito and rit-
ual objects from the cata-
combs, as well as forty casts
and seventeen lamp replicas
(the latter two collections to-
tally new to Boston). While
the International Catagomb
Society and various founda-
tions helped her significantly,
Mrs. Brettman spent all of
her earnings from a previous
small business effort on trav-
el, research, photography
and the organization of the
exhibit. A Harvard Semitic
Museum original ossuary and
Museum of Fine Arts casts of
Arretine bowls are on loan to
the display.

Her care shows. “Vaults of
Memory” is visually intrig-
uing yet also highly m(orma—

: 14

|
|

tive. Reasoning shrewdly
that visitors to the exhibit
will absorb the history and
research data as long as the
visuals are eompelling, Mrs.
Brettman has carcfully inter-

two compo-

cinating of all,
the Catacomb art demon-
strates through shared sym-
bols that the Jews, Chris-
tians and pagans recognized
common themes and images
even as they interpreted
them very differently. There
are parallels between the Ro-
man catacomb paintings and
symbolic representations at
Beth Shearim.

Mrs. Brettman has justa-
posed items sharing such im-
ages as vineyards (pagan
Dionysos, house of Isracl,
Christian church) dolphins
(fish association with salva-
tion for all three faiths), pea-
cocks, pomegranates, doves
and roses. The story of Jonah
finds Christian interpretation
as a ressurection narrative;
the rise of Jonah from the
‘big fish' takes on ascension
implications for Christians
burying their dead during the
catacomb centuries.

Eager to stress the cooper-
ation she received from the
‘Vatican Museum and Art Gal-
leries in ing the con-

Seeretary general and
treasurer of the Vatican Mu-
seums, Dr. Persegati spoke
fordly of Jewish support for
the research of the Museums
and Jewish-Christian cooper-
ation in the International
Catacomb Society.

The Society has adorned
the exhibit with a slidedlec-
ture by Mrs. Brettman and a
major address — “An lmage
of a Sun:God in an Ancient

Synagogi&at Tiberias™ -~by

- Moshe Dgthai, Hebrew Uni
* versity "professor. of
ology. The final program will
feature a talk on October 6 by
Muscwn of Fine Arts Cura-
tor Cornelius C. Vermeule
111 (also Boston College pro-
fessor af Fine z\ns) on “Thc

Learning about faith and life hfe in the catacombs of Rome

By Robert Taylor
“Tl6be Staff

Estelle Shohet Brettman, ex-
ecutive director of the Boston-
based International Catacomb So-
clety, has spent the past decade
bringing the underground art of
Rome to light.

‘“‘Vaults of Memory: Jewish
dnd Christian Imagery in the

~Catacombs of Rome,” which
opens a month-long stay at the
Boston Public Library Sept. 15

‘[préceded by a fund-raising ban-.

‘fuet on the 14th, at which the
~guest of honor will be Dr. Walter
Persegati, secretary general of the
Vatlcan Museums] is an extraordi-
of the subter-

for Jev.:eh Art in the Roman
mpive.

Mrs. Brettman's painstak-
ingly prepared exhibit cata-
logue is available through the
Society.

Even after the exhibit
closes, Estelle Brettman will
continue to prepare a major
volume on the art of the cata-
combs. A third of the 800
photographs from Israel,
Egypt, Russia and East Ger-
many to be included in her
tst,udy are originals. She looks

d;

tent of this exhibit and to fo-
cus on the value of the
catacomb findings to human
understanding, Mrs. Brett-
man and the International
Catacomb Society held  ban-
quet at the Copley Plaza and
invited Dr. Walter Persegati
as guest of honor. Jean Gavin
and Marsha Slotaick were
the co-chairmen of the event,
and Dr. Mark D. Altschule
introduced Dr. Persegati.

ate of De-
cember, 1988. Ultimately, the
500 odd pages of her work
will be portable vaults of
memory for the sociological-
archacological riches of her
Arst-elass exhibit.

“ranean treasures of the ancient
~world. Photographlng for weeks at
‘a"time In the tortuous passage-
‘tays of Christian and Jewish
‘¢atacombs, Brettman endured
(mdng conditions. The humidity
arid condensation in the cata-
‘comibs often seemed a perpetual
Wrizzle, and again and again she
héd to wipe her camera lenses.
8hé worked by flashlight in slip-
galleries. She squeezed into
‘tiiches and, to get a particularly
“striking fresco or ceiling inscrip-
»4fort, lay on her back 30 feet un-
~derground. It was a long way from
‘the Society's headquarters on Bea-
con’ Hill.
v ‘T've always been

A catacomb's depiction of Lazarus being raised rmm the dead.

to of a menorah. This marked the
first time I had perceived a Jewish
symbol in such an unlikely place,
and the possibilities it suggested,
either of neighboring Jewish and
Christian burials or the continued
use of Jewish symbols by Chris-
tians, were inf

Later, in Rome, Brettman with
the permission.of Vatican offi:
cials, visited the Jewish cata-
combs of Torlonia, northeast of
the ancient walls of Rome. The

were di

archeolog' " she said last week
“In’the early '70s I did volunteer
work at The Boston Museum of
Fine Arts; I was fascinated with
the collections from ancient
pt. Greece, Rome and the Near
East, and in 1976 I served as
program director for the Boston
Sbeiety of the Archeological Insti-
tute of Amerfca.” That year, ex-
‘ploring a Christian-Byzantine
cemetery in Sicily, she

acct-

dentally in 1919 by laborers re-
pairing the foundations of stables
beneath the Villa Torlonta. Musso-
1in{ lived in the villa from 1925 to
1944, and among his pronounce-
ments there he dubbed the Jews
“strangers in Italy.” At that mo-

ment, he was above some of the

oldest Romans of them all, five.

acres of Jewish burials.
What Brettman found in thie

and dislodged a large rock. “On
-the underside I saw a crude graffi-

Jewish as well as in
Christian and pa; cemeteries,
resembled her encounters with

Local press on Brettman’s Vaults
of Memory exhibit on Art and

Symbolism in the Catacembs 6f"
Rome.

the Beth Shearinr cetaeombs inls-
raél and-the floor mosaics of an-
clent ‘'synagogues in the Yezreel
Valley. Symbols’such as the dol-
phin in the former and the signs
of the zodlac and the seasons were
especially provocative -in view of

the Second Commandment’s ad--

monition against graven images.
During subsequent research trips
Brettman found on vaulted ceil-
ings and frescoed walls the visual
record of the religions' of the Ro-
man Empire. The parallelism, the
links, the interacting influences
among these religions were dra-
matically revealed by the dim
flicker of her lamp. The dove of
Aphrodite reappeared as the mes-

senger of hope to Noah, the grape-

vine of Dionysos evoked the vine-
yard representing the "heuse of Is-
rael”- and the Christlan church.
Like the visionary psychologist
€.G., Jung,. she conchuded that a
common source of: Judeo-Chris-
tian consciousness existed; and
indeed,. her own descent into the
catacombs had about it a mythic
quality.
“The catacombs of Rome are
unique archives, and they are ex-

| ceedingly- fragile. Ancient Rome

wasg surrounded by a belt of more
than 60 catacombs, the equiv-
alent of 350 miles of burial galler-
fes. They were situated beyond the
city walls along matn thorogh-

become more accessible, their dis-
integration would take place. Sev-
en Jewish catacombs have been
discovered; of the seven,’ only
three remain.* ]

1t 1980, Brettman helped
fcund The International Cata-
eomb. Soctety” here; dedicated to|
the? tion and documenta-
tion of history shared by the Jew-|
ish -and early Christian religions|
durlng the heyday of ancient
lome. A first modest core exhibit

H of “Vaults of Memory” was spon-

.sored by the Boston Public Li-
brary that year; since then,
knowledge of the project.and its
objectives has expanded. “The in-
scriptions alone offer intimate
views of family life, the profes-
sions, the role of women," Brett-
mah said.  ‘Here lies Eudoxius, a

Estelle Shohet Brettman photo-
graphed in the tortuous pas-
sageways. of Christian and Jew-
ish catacombs.

painter of living things'; ‘Here lies
Fortunatus and Eutropius, chil-
dren who loved each other’; ‘Here
)Je Crispina, dlllgent lover of the
... 'Here Hes' ~

fares; since law p inter-
ment within the city At this time,
only seven Christian catacombs
are open. Yet if the sites were to

behind those words are people,
their culture, their roles, their hu-
* man relationships, their faiths.”
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Brettman’s show did
make it to Rome in
1985 (Castel

| Sant’Angelo).




Thank you! Grazie!
Please stay in touch
info@catacombsociety.org




